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SOHOWARE, INC. RELEASES ADVANCED FIRMWARE UPGRADES

TO ITS BROADGUARD SECURE CABLE/DSL ROUTER

Port Forwarding, Multiple IP Addresses and Remote Diagnostic Features

Designed To Take Broadband Experience to a Higher Technical Level


SANTA CLARA, Calif., April 26, 2001 – Firmware upgrades to SOHOware’s( BroadGuard( Secure Cable/DSL Router will give experienced users and Broadband Service Providers (BSPs) a number of advanced features that add value to their broadband services and online applications, the company announced today.


Launched in early March through leading electronics stores, such as Best Buy, Micro Center and Fry’s Electronics, BroadGuard is the first broadband router in its price range to incorporate advanced firewall technology, such as Stateful Packet Inspection (SPI) and prevention of DoS attacks, enhanced access control and content filtering and 10/100 Mbps switch performance. 


Internet gaming and other interactive Web applications are getting a boost from upgraded features such as port forwarding and multiple public IP addressing, in addition to advanced remote diagnostic tools embedded in the new release.


“With the new firmware upgrades, SOHOware has expanded an already solid feature set to provide an ideal secure routing solution for small to medium-sized businesses and enterprise users,” said Jaclynn Bumback, Cahners In-Stat analyst.  “Enhanced features such as port forwarding and remote management tools make BroadGuard a value-added solution to the tech-savvy, business and corporate IT user who need to support specialized applications like VPN connectivity.”
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Port forwarding supports applications that require identification of a specific PC on the network by protocol, port number and IP address.  BroadGuard provides this direct access without compromising firewall security resident on the router.  

The SOHOware BroadGuard secure router also supports advanced multi-player gaming and gaming server setups by assigning a unique IP address to each connected PC (up to eight) to allow multiple DMZ sessions.  This same feature can by used by satellite offices to establish simultaneous VPN secure tunnel connections to an enterprise network.

BroadGuard firmware further provides remote management tools that are useful when diagnosing router connectivity and functionality issues within IT departments or technical support consultants.  A user can enable remote control of the router via a standard Web browser from anywhere on the Internet.  Ping responses to ping commands sent over the Internet are also enabled.

The firmware upgrade package is standard in all future shipments, and it is available for downloading to registered users from SOHOware’s web site at www.sohoware.com.

Designed for “do-it-yourself” (DIY) broadband-connected residential, small office/home office, telecommuting and small/medium business (SME) customers, BroadGuard will continue to be enhanced through firmware for advanced users while maintaining a base simplicity of installation, use and management for customers with average computer skills, according to Andy Chang, vice president of marketing at SOHOware.

“There is nothing on the market today that compares to BroadGuard’s secure performance at the under-$200 price point,” Chang said.  “In fact, BroadGuard compares very favorably to routers that are four to five times more expensive.  
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In the short time since its introduction, BroadGuard has received positive acclaim from users and major media such as PC Magazine, InfoWorld and Scripps Howard News Service. 

About SOHOware Inc.

SOHOware Inc., headquartered in Santa Clara, Calif., pioneered SOHO wireless  networking solutions and is dedicated to developing broadband-centric networking solutions.  The SOHOware brand has served the SMB and residential user market since 1995.  

SOHOware has developed a patented Networking Personalization Technology (NPT), consisting of a client-server system architecture and product portfolio to satisfy  end-to-end broadband networking solution needs. Incorporating remote management and support, as well as a platform for providing value added services, NPT is implemented in four layers: Hardware Device, Product Usability, System Management and Support, and Economical Application.  

NPT provides a life cycle approach to customer requirements in five stages of broadband subscription – acquisition, service deployment, installation, connectivity and connectivity expansion – which differentiates SOHOware from all other networking companies.

SOHOware's broadband networking family features the BroadGuard secure cable/DSL router, CableFREE series NetBlaster II 11Mbps wireless networking solutions, as well as broadband-sharing wired home networking products.  SOHOware-branded products are available at retail outlets including Best Buy, Fry's, Micro Center, THE WIZ and CompuSmart Canada, as well as through broadband service provider/SOHOware co-branded e-commerce sites.  
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SOHOware is a member of BlueTooth, HomePNA, the Wireless Ethernet Compliance Association (WECA), Universal Plug and Play Forum (UpnP) as well as the National Cable Television Association (NCTA) and the California Cable Television Association (CCTA).  For more information, call 800/632-1118 or visit the company's Web site at http://www.sohoware.com.
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