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SOHOWARE, INC. WIRELESS LANS FILL GAPS IN NETWORK INFRASTRUCTURES FOR LARGE, MEDIUM AND SMALL BUSINESSES

Whether Connecting Remote Facilities or Highly Mobile Staffs, CableFREE NetBlaster II Offers Performance, Affordability, Fast Deployment and 802.11b Standard


SANTA CLARA, Calif., May 21, 2001 – In every enterprise – large, medium and small -- there is a point beyond which a Cisco-style infrastructure or wired network extension doesn’t make technical or economic sense even though users may see valuable business benefits to expanding connectivity.


One solution is an off-the-shelf wireless LAN that offers relatively low cost, rapid deployment, high data rates and minimal professional support requirements, according to SOHOware Inc., the company that pioneered self-installed wireless networking in 1998.


All that is required is an appropriate PC or PCI adapter card in each desktop and portable computer and a NetBlaster II( access point, which supports up to 128 users of over a range of 150 to 500 feet indoors.  “The hardware is so affordable and easy to install and manage that it makes good technical and economic sense to place several access points throughout a building if necessary to extend the effective range,” said Andy Chang, vice president of marketing at SOHOware.  “NetBlaster II supports roaming between access points without compromising security.”

- more -


For the corporate IT manager looking for options in connecting a branch or satellite office, nothing could be easier and more cost effective than an 802.11b wireless network with an open architecture that interoperates with Cisco and other widely-deployed infrastructures, Chang continued.  Setup and connectivity is virtually instant, and the 11 Mbps data rate provides Ethernet-level speed.


For small to medium-sized businesses (SMBs) that are already equipped with Ethernet, NetBlaster II can extend the network to highly mobile staffs through one or more access points that give users “snap-in” capabilities. “The roaming capability is not limited to SOHOware access points,” Chang said.  “You can wirelessly connect to other vendors’ products without software modifications.   With a NetBlaster II PC card and the CableFREE Utility CD, a user can configure the NetBlaster II Access Point to interoperate with other brands of access points.”

"SOHOware's experience in developing and marketing its first-generation CableFREE wireless products has led to its continuing development of solutions for the SMB audience.  New product features such as the high-powered antenna, extensive management software and interoperability add value to the enterprise,” said Gemma Paulo, industry analyst, Enterprise & Residential Communications, Cahners In-Stat.

NetBlaster II is the second generation of SOHOware’s CableFREE( wireless product series.  It eliminates both unnecessary components and installation steps to achieve a new measure of simplicity, Chang noted.  All wireless networks require an access point, adapter cards for each computer and utility software, but there are significant differences across brands in performance and installation methods:

· Ease of installation

Only NetBlaster II has no pre-installation steps, and requires no physical cable connections to a computer for initial configuration setup.  This benefit makes networking closer to a plug-n-play model than any other brand available. The access point unit is configured wirelessly from any computer.

-more-

· Comprehensive utility software

NetBlaster II includes the CableFREE Utility, a comprehensive software suite bundled into one CD.  It combines a simple and easy to understand step-by-step installation wizard and fully customized diagnostic software available on the user’s desktop.  Software features include Network Hopper, a time saving convenience for the laptop user who frequently switches between multiple networks.  

Profiles are saved for each network accessed – home and office or remote and main office – and all the user has to do is click on the appropriate network for immediate access without modification to setup and preferences.

· Customized adapter cards 

For a wireless network to achieve maximum effectiveness, adapter card design must be tailored to the unique conditions of both the desktop and laptop computer.  While most brands include two components for the desktop computer, which consist of a PC card that inserts into a PCI carrier, the NetBlaster II adapter cards feature a robust design dedicated to the needs of each type of computer.  This solution provides a more reliable and cost effective installation for new or expanding SMB networks.  The risk of hot swap electrical damage in the PCI desktop installation is eliminated as well.

· Superior antenna design

NetBlaster II’s antenna design for the desktop PC makes it easy to set up non-mobile workstations and achieves maximum reception quality.  The NetBlaster II access point’s dual dipole antenna ensures excellent roaming reception in more locations.

-more-

 Pricing and Availability

SOHOware also makes NetBlaster II easy to buy, with availability from leading retail stores and at the company’s e-commerce site. The manufacturer’s suggested retail price is $249.99 for the NetBlaster II wireless access point, $199.99 for a PCI card and $149.99 for a PC card. NetBlaster II products are available at major retailers including Best Buy, Fry's and Micro Center and are also available at www.sohoware.com.

About SOHOware Inc.

SOHOware Inc., headquartered in Santa Clara, Calif., pioneered SOHO wireless  networking solutions and is dedicated to developing broadband-centric networking solutions.  The SOHOware brand has served the SMB and residential user market since 1995.  

SOHOware has developed a patented Networking Personalization Technology (NPT), consisting of a client-server system architecture and product portfolio to satisfy  end-to-end broadband networking solution needs. Incorporating remote management and support, as well as a platform for providing value added services, NPT is implemented in four layers:  Hardware Device, Product Usability, System Management and Support, and Economical Application. 

NPT provides a life cycle approach to customer requirements in five stages of broadband subscription – acquisition, service deployment, installation, connectivity and connectivity expansion – which differentiates SOHOware from all other networking companies.

SOHOware's broadband networking family features the BroadGuard secure cable/DSL router, CableFREE series NetBlaster II 11Mbps wireless networking solutions, as well as broadband-sharing wired home networking products. 

SOHOware-branded products are available at retail outlets including Best Buy, Fry's, Micro Center, THE WIZ and CompuSmart Canada, as well as through broadband service provider/SOHOware co-branded e-commerce sites.  

-more-

SOHOware is a member of BlueTooth, HomePNA, the Wireless Ethernet Compliance Association (WECA), Universal Plug and Play Forum (UpnP) as well as the National Cable Television Association (NCTA) and the California Cable Television Association (CCTA).  For more information, call 800/632-1118 or visit the company's Web site at http://www.sohoware.com.
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