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SOHOWARE ANNOUNCES 11Mbps WIRELESS 

CONSUMER NETWORKING SOLUTION

CableFREE( NetBlaster II( Expands Consumer Options for Personalizing Broadband Internet and PC Resource Sharing


SANTA CLARA, Calif., November 14, 2000 – SOHOware Inc. today announced a high data rate (11Mbps) wireless consumer networking solution that enables residential and small office/home office (SOHO) users to share broadband Internet access and other network resources without any new cabling.


Part of the CableFREE wireless product line, NetBlaster II is the latest addition to the SOHOware product family, providing consumers and broadband service providers with the widest possible range of options for matching consumer applications and lifestyles to network technologies, according to Andy Chang, SOHOware vice president of marketing.


Chang noted that SOHOware is the only company 100 percent dedicated to developing networking solutions for the consumer market of residential and SOHO users, who are mainly “do-it-yourself-ers” and do not employ professional IT services. 


The new solution includes the NetBlaster II wireless bridge and two versions of a wireless network interface card for either desktop (PCI) or portable (PC Card) computers – all designed to the IEEE 802.11b high data rate specification.  The popular and well-received CableFREE NetBlaster( wireless bridge has already established a leading position as a retail and e-commerce favorite of broadband-enabled consumers since its introduction more than a year ago, Chang noted.

- more -

“The two CableFREE solutions are based on different wireless technologies, and each offers a distinctive set of features and benefits that enable consumers to personalize their networks according to applications and residential/office environments,” he said.  “The NetBlaster wireless bridge has a more stable signal over distance, while the new NetBlaster II is a solid choice for high-bandwidth applications such as streaming video, data-intensive graphical packages, newer gaming content and MP3 music exchange.”


NetBlaster II is distinguished by unique SOHOware brand consumer-friendly features including:

· Widest variety of operating system support, featuring Windows (95/98/2000/NT/ME) plug-n-play installation

· An installation wizard for automatic network configuration

· Support utility for automatic management and monitoring of network performance, indicated by LEDs

· Security protection against hackers configured by smart CableFREE software using standard WEP encryption

· An innovative network hopper feature that enables mobile users to easily switch between home and office environments without the need to reset configurations, ideal for telecommuters 

· Only PCI card with an adjustable antenna to allow maximum wireless signal receptivity

· Simplified product design with intuitive self-installation documentation and tutorials for beginners

· Free license copy of SOHOware NetGenie broadband software utility for broadband traffic viewing and diagnostics

· Toll-free technical support, 7 days a week

The NetBlaster II wireless bridge can stand alone or provide a wireless extension to an existing wired network.  As a standalone broadband-sharing solution, it connects a cable or DSL modem to up to 30 CableFREE-enabled systems.  

- more -

For a wired expansion of an Ethernet LAN, one PC is designated an Internet server and uses the NetBlaster II bridge for wireless connectivity concurrent with Ethernet-cabled devices via a hub.   The network interface cards can be used without the bridge to establish a peer-to-peer network for sharing data and peripherals.

The 802.11b standard specifies a range up to 300 feet inside and 1000 feet of outdoor coverage.  NetBlaster II uses the DSSS (Direct Sequence Spread Spectrum) RF standard, and incorporates WiFi( compatibility between different manufacturers’ system components as defined by the Wireless Ethernet Compatibility Alliance.

NetBlaster II will be available in February 2001 through leading retail stores and SOHOware’s e-commerce Web site at a suggested manufacturer’s retail price of $299 for the NetBlaster II wireless bridge,  $199 for the PCI card and $199 for the PC Card.

About SOHOware Inc.

SOHOware Inc., headquartered in Santa Clara, Calif., develops and markets the industry's most complete line of broadband-centric home networking products and self-installation programs, providing the most consumer-friendly networking experience backed by excellent customer service and support for home and small office computer users. SOHOware's broadband-centric home networking family includes the Broadband Internet Gateway (BIG), broadband-sharing wired and CableFREE wireless home networking products.  The company also plans to launch phoneline broadband solutions.

SOHOware-branded products are available at retail outlets including Best Buy, Fry's, Micro Center, THE WIZ and CompuSmart Canada, as well as through MSO/SOHOware co-branded e-commerce sites.  SOHOware is a member of BlueTooth, HomePNA, the Wireless Ethernet Compliance Association (WECA), Universal Plug and Play Forum (UpnP) as well as the National Cable Television Association (NCTA) and the California Cable Television Association (CCTA).  For more information, call 800/632-1118 or visit the company's Web site at http://www.sohoware.com.
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